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Dear Peal, 

I am not very uliarp tills morning from a combination of factors, so be careful to 
consider whether i have expressed myself poorly an d not thought clearly xhh$x and, per- 
haps, over-react. On first reading of your 3/24 1 thought I saw on inconsistency and 
an indication of some kind of espionage. 

First you say 'fumer and Hinkle are not doing tlie book and then tiiat the publishers 
now say tiiat the book won't be out until the fall, haybo not then. Unless the publisher 
has cancelled, there is an inconsistency between delay and non-appearance, moreover, I 
believe they got a sizable advance, and I can't believe either is ia a position to return 
it. How 1 would conjecture tiiat one of the possibilities is tiiat the publisher is writing 
off the auvance. Hums lik e the reported £20,000 they do not write off easily. also, can 
there be any Irving/Hughes wipeoff on tiiis? 

I tliink i have heard of one Asanoff, ..-hi eh is close to your asanof, but I am not 
familiar with Ms kina of writing. This description, however, if of an entirely different 
book. I agree with you in reading whitewash into this but I’d go i’arthur and say it almost 
guarantees a dud. This i3 exceptional which one considers the potential of just tiiat part of 
the maplan-Vidal story tiiat is known. How adding all these things together, and assuming 
all are true, you get a combination unusual in commercial enterprise, esp. publialiing, in 
wliicli a) a large advance is written off, b) formula is changed to the guaranteed dull and 
essentially pointless, c) a new cost i3 introduced with a new writer, who lacks some of the 
promotional potential of the originals, and at least d) tiiat a literary failure is close 
to assured with a book of this coat and this potential, for the new formula, vdiethe. or not 
it seels enough copies to pay its way, lias almost no subsidiary possibilities, such as movies. 
One of the sum one can extract from this is an interest in ki lli n g the subject. It is but 
one. I iiave learned tiiat except for crookedness and some kinds of sensationalism, publishers 
are lousy businessmen. They do kooky things ana foil to do obvious and obvioualy-necosnary 
things, and they often jeopardize books needlessly. So, if “all the reasoning is correct, 
the conclusion need not be. 

Vel.'s method on this, us best I can ap. raise it, Btrikes me as both correct and proper 
and essential to the interest of Ms client. But you realize tiiat oven so simple a tiling as 
this runs up somebody's costs. 

Your AP friend's article has not coi-ie to ny attention. Did Ax' move it? If not, where 
did it appear? Have you a copy? What fascinates me is tiiat it ia he who told you of the 
plan of 3 ome unnamed woman to sue. You say tiiis after mention of his unpleasantnesses from 
authorities after lii3 piece ap ear, wliich can hint that these authorities told iiim. How, 
unless you Iiave been blabbing (and thin is not sexist-the worst problems of tiiis sort I cope 
with involve men only), how could anyone know this? I have discussed it with nobody, with 
the possible exception of Jerry. We discussed it here, when you were here. Perhaps it is 
in our correspondence. You Iiave never told me that you followed my suggestions, to so e if 
you Iiave a basi 3 for suit. If you did not, and if you did not discuss tiiis with others, it 
would seem tiiat the possibilities of anyone , authorities or other, knowing of this would 
have to be limited to official origin, by bugging or nail interception. Perhaps you mentioned 
this to Levine, as I suggested? (He has not yet replied to ay inquiry, by the way, which 
mak es mo wonder about him.) Ia you did discuss this with Mm and not ith others, I'd be 
interest in knowing more about Ms practise and wMch publishers, if any, are among Ms 
clients. r |ho leak from him and non-response to me have a kind of consistency. 

If you have a deal with HD, it may well be tiiat you cun first publish elsewhere, but I 
would strongly recommend consultation with them, unless they iiave changed, they prefer to do 
their own planting. Don't give them an escuso to kill the deal.... I w 11 check with a friend 
who will know if m' moved any K-V story, \dJU know if it ap earaned in any HYTimes except a 
Sunday edition, and will probably .mow if the LATines used it. If it had appeared in Chicago, 
I think I'd know. 




^ -our sayraig t;iat «ool is tax lug out 0 f Santa Pc locates hin os of tv time of talkina- 
ii now oe-nruintly. Jut why is he tailing <J\-' V"; he -* i' " T -*- — „ 4. 1 "“r'"— '* 

he .« woo? One hue -tion I woui ■ -nine is do- s it relate to hi! 

V, XL- no . licuv-r through bin si -tor, which would not locate him ,s. a « n -,,.l ' J. 
bo ia:i talking at all? ~ uot 

JW i« 'Uch about this, tJiat does not molly -inks sense to no. .,nd - ou ivvi , rr- -old 
1 ° '- t / ou '**> 311 °- n «iir. you siiould. 3 ut if you do not, when vou finish * 

h-on two xtan codes. Let r.o, if you'd li!:e, r,-nd one to :..y British n^mt U 3 til'‘'C d 'on 
- u ' ,Ju » rfht,rv Thf: h-«ettP 3 on tho subject and ne arc oao-nom) and ono to a f~s„ r ,i 
armngoa for movies to bo- made. It should contain enough for either, but -if 
wxtri tliat an begin; ling, a few note.-; night overcome of the dofioioncici:- voii .a- si-' "fo^'teora. 

Lest regards. 

Dear Js, 

• j-i If y ° U are frienda witl1 3111 burner, this Lay confront you with a conflict. This woman 
is tile origin of the kaplan-Vidal story, did most of the work on it, much as a stringer for 
Ramparts, not the individuals there. When hinkle left he too her stuff with him ana appears 
to have made a deal for a book jointly with Turner, wit out asking or consulting her. She 
was working on it when she- learned they have the book contracted. When she was here she had. 
heard of what is not typical of Turner but is entirely inconsistent (except when he is 
currying favor or exploiting, as with Garrison), great kindness to her in the ms., and that 
tor some roa .on of reason, he ana iiinklo had become quite disillusioned with or disgusted 
witn the book and/or the subject, although they began with hopes it ,,ouia make a movie, 
as 1 think it should. I have a short fuse on the realty extensive plagiarism that has become 
so common, eten when it does not involve my work. This woman is having a rough time of it, 
having had to almost give up her professional work to care for two teen-age icids when 
abandoned by an alcoholic hisband, so I resent it even more for her. I kno„ Garrison whole- 
saled Her stufi around, and when she came here 1 gave her copies of her private letters that 
he had and was distributing *0 everyone who would take- them. She was shall I say surprised-' 

As 1 remember it, 1 had some of her stuff that had been withheld from her and gave her the 
first copies she had of that. Unless she did talk, it is incredible tliat the Lexican gov't 

would know oi the possibility of shit, which I suggested to her when she was here. I t hin k 

that is auyino to whom she did not see her stuff uses it, she has not lost her rights to it. 

Oi course, one oj. the interests I have is did aP move this k -V story? She doesn't say, but 
tne writers is with AP down there, I guess. Could be in US, poss. Sante Fe. I can't imagine 
a ounday news pi-.co paying the cost of going to and from Sante Fe on prospects. And, anything 
else you nay, know tliat does not involve a breach of confidence that can possibly helo her 
Low tnat tno wuestion is raised, I think you should know that I can give you almost aU the 

my stuii , anu that when asked not only about this but about failure even to mention my work 

| ( rcn he stole it so heavily. Bill's response as reported to me was a shrug and the statement, 

00 far as I an concerned, once Hal prints anything it becomes public domain." He more 
than anyone else was responsible for the Bradley fiasco, and from Power on the Right, he 
no nave known in advance that at the very best his sources were both undependable and 
Braaley 3 blood enemies. They were then in court, at each other's throats. Bad as the 

T as ’ ^ i3 , r !° l thillg t0 What allnost sre w into right before the Shaw trial, 
when what-JG planned would have been our greatest disaster. I was present at ono of the tilings, 
a .. en x m out there agin, it will stand you hair straight up to hear 3ome if it. H 




